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body. Personally, I feel that so long as a person sees no error or
sin in his vow, he is not free to violate it on anyone's account. If
once it is allowed that a vow may be broken, no vows will ever
be kept and they will lose all their significance. Even so, I don't
see any harm in placing upon a vow every sense it will bear and
using the fact to one's advantage. It is not self-deception when
people persuade themselves that they have kept the ekadashi, using
rock salt in place of common salt on that day. Common salt is
of course forbidden; but anyone who, finding it impossible to do
without the savour which salt imparts to food, substitutes any one
of the other available salts and keeps the ekadashi that way, has yet
exercised a sort of self-control. One day he may give up even rock
salt.

I shall not make this reply any longer. Think over what I
have said and, if there is anything to write, do when you have the
time.

We shall all learn something by this exchange of letters and,
if I have been making a mistake, I shall-know what it is.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V

92.   LETTER TO REVASHANKAR SODHA^
January 27, 1919
I have your letter. I like your desire to acquire know-
ledge. I wish to respect it, too, but at the moment I shall have
to restrain it. The desire for knowledge has sometimes to,be re-
nounced. Personally, I feel my inadequacy in Sanskrit, and my
eagerness to study Marathi, Bengali and Tamil is more than I
can describe. And yet I have had to check my greedy desire,
thanks to the tasks which fell to my lot one after another.
I often wish to give Chi. Devdas ever so much knowledge. He has
a gift for learning and I am confident that he would turn his
learning to good account. Even so, I have stopped his studies be-
cause the work he is doing, teaching Hindi to our brethren in
Madras, is more important. Take the case of Chi. Maganlal him-
self. His deficiency in the matter of education has no limit. I think
we would all admit that, if he could study further, he would make
1 Son of Ratanshi Mulji Sodha, an ardent satyagrahi who suffered imprison-
ment during the campaign in South Africa